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" About a mile and a half south of these rocks near the road to Sadras,
in a grove of palmyras near the sea, is a cluster of insulated rocks of
much inferior size, which have been sculptured into the form of five
pagodas : the rude figures of an elephant as large as life, and a lion
larger than life similarly carved, stand in the rear of the pagoda, the
latter facing towards the north and the former in a southerly direc-
tion.   Mr. Goldingham by measurement found the southernmost of
these pagodas about forty feet in height, twenty-nine in breadth and
nearly the same in length, and the outside covered with sculpture :
the next is about forty-nine feet in length, in breadth and height
twenty-five, and is rent through the middle from the top to the bot-
tom ; a large fragment from one corner is observed on the ground.
Mr. Goldingham remarks ' no account is preserved of the powerful
cause which has produced this destructive effect.'   It may, I think, be
referred to similar causes as the cleft in the sculptured rock near the
choultry alluded to above.   These sculptures, although in an unfinish-
ed state, appear from the similarity of design and execution to have
been cotemporary, or nearly so, with those at Mavellipuram.    With
the exception of the ancient temples of brick near the sculptured
rock, the temple in the village, and a few others, the buildings are
carved from the solid granite, and many of them monolithic.    The
difference of style in the architecture of these temples and those in
the vicinity has been remarked by almost every traveller who has
seen them, and I agree with Mr. Goldingham in the inference that
the artists were not of this part of the country. The resemblance exist-
ing in the sculptures of Mavellipuram, Ellora, and Elephanta, has
been already noticed by Mr. Goldingham and Mr. Fullarton.   The
labour of excavating, and chiselling these edifices and statu^, must
have been immense when we consider the hard nature of the i*ock.
The rock of Ellora and Elephanta is mere indurated clay comparative-
ly speaking.    The Brahmins of Mavellipuram informed the former of
these authorities that their Puranas contained no account of any of
the structures there, except the stone pagodas near the sea, and the
pagodas of brick at the village, built by Dherma Rajah  and his
brother ; they added the following tradition:   * A northern prince,
about one thousand years &go, was desirous of having a great work
executed, but the Hindoo sculptors and masons refused to execute it on
the terms he offered. Attempting force/ he supposes, ' they, in num-
* ber about four thousand, fled with their effects from his country